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Newfoundland and Labrador Prehistory, 
by James A. Tuck (Canadian Prehistory 
Series, Archeological Survey of Canada, 
National Museum of Man, National Mu- 
seums of Canada, Ottawa, 1976, 127 pp., 
$6.95). 

In this slender volume, James Tuck leads 
us through some 8,600 years of prehistory 
in Newfoundland and Labrador — from 
7000 B.C. to 1600 A.D. Most readers will 
probably be astonished to learn that man 
has lived for so long in that remote stark 
corner of North America. Even the more 
informed reader will be astonished to learn 
that burial mounds were being constructed 
along the Strait of Belle Isle some 5,500 
years ago. It’s a long and intriguing story. 

Tuck introduces us to six different cul- 
tures: the Paleo-Indian, Maritime Archaic, 
Paleo-Eskimo (i.e,, Arctic Small Tool Tra- 
dition and. Dorset), Beothuk, Naskapi- 
Montagnais, and Thule Eskimo. Each is 
introduced and described in turn. 

The excellence of this book, however, is 
derived not only from the high quality of 
Tuck’s descriptions. To a much greater 
degree, it comes from the manner in which 


he uses those descriptive elements to write 
the human history of the area. For Tuck is 
not primarily interested in the stones and 
bones of archeology, but in the people who 
left those stones and bones scattered across 
the northeast corner of the continent. He - 


reminds the reader that Newfoundland- 
Labrador is more than an isolated eddy in 
the mainstream of culture-history. Histor- 


ically, it interacted with the Paleo-Indian 
area to the south, and with Arctic Canada 
to the north. One of the central themes of 
the book is the interplay between the peo- 
ple of the coast and the interior, their 
movement from the coast, to the interior, 
then back io the coast, as they followed the 
annual cycle of activities. 

Newfoundland and Labrador Prehistory 
tells The story of an area ina simple, narra- 
tive style. The author says that he wished to 
avoid the detailed descriptions and intri- 
cate reasonings that make most archeol- 
ogical reports rather formidable to the 
uninitiated. Sharing the esoteric know- 
ledge of professional archeologists with the 
general public is not always easy, but it is 
something that we should try to doas often 
as possible. In this, Tuck has been eminent- 
ly successful. He has written an attractive, 
well organized, and well illustrated book; 
both the professional archeologist and the 
general public will be able to read it with 
pleasure and profit. = 
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